La:w change
‘helps elderly
who lose jobs

Q: [Cn the new state law on unemployment
benefits], 1 was just wontering what age that
would begin ... [s at only for ihose age 50 and

older. Aaac
—S.E, Sc;tuate : . _
NE'IL -y At Under -legislation that
‘Downing | Was approved by the General
MONEYLINE . | ‘Assembly and signed into law

by Governor Carcieri on June

Social  Security  benefits
against you when calculating

ceive.
Asa result should you Iose

amount of unemployment
‘benefits for which you're eli-

-277-7484
g;ble ‘there’ll be: no. reduction based on: how... .

much in Social Security you're collecting,

‘The law will especially help retirees who are -
drawing:Social Security benefits, work to heip_;" :

* make ends meet, then lose their jobs, -

-But they’re not the only ones who'll benefif,

sald Kathleen S. Connell, Rhode Island state di

rector of the AARP, a membershlp orgamzatlan "

for people 50 and older.

+The new law will-also proﬁi younger peu:)ple‘.-_"f,E 1
who are collecting Social Security and lose’ then'---- i

jObS she said.

(Remember that Social Security isn’t ]ust :
about retirement benefits; the program also pro- '

. vides surviver and disability benefits)

- Q:1 was laid off on Jan 5, 2005, but that was .
2005. What | want to know is, is that news. for.

- the working seniors ... reiroactwe. are
S RX, Warwick -

. At The provisions of the new law are not ret-
roactwe said state Rep. Thomas C. Slater, D- -
e Prowdence the chief sponsor of the. House bill. .
- The General Assembly cannot make retroac- © -

t1ve changes to such laws, he said.
- So the new law-doesn '

antmued ﬁ’mn PageAS "‘

peopie who lost j:helr jobs in the past; it's only
forthose who lose their jobs in the future (and
who are also collecting Social Security bene-
fits), Slater said in 'an interview at the State
House.”

Thus, if you lost your job in 2005, the state
won't pay you to make up for any money you -p
lost back then because of the Social Secunty- e
offset provision. --

But if you lose your job in the future you’H.',:':_ ment

get the full amount fo.which you're: entitled, > 1

without any:; reduction based on your Soc1a1_ - abo

Security benefits. .
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22, the state can’t count your

how much in unemployment - -
compensatmn you should re-

* your job, you'll receive the full -

23 change_ the ules for.

TODAY’S TiP: For more mfomlatlon about
e unemployment insurance in Rhode Island or
“i- to file a claim, call (401) 243-9100 or use ﬂllS _f
. Web site: R _ :
wwwdltngovhn T
_Keep in mind that you. may ﬁle a ( 1 i

D) is $652; up from the oid rate of f
T _$625 (IDIzspazd ferbyemployees, -




